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MAKE ROOM FOR JESUS

THE STRANGER

Edwin Markham tells a story about a cobbler who loved
the Lord.

At Christmas time there was a man who looked so out of
place,
As people rushed about him at a hurried sort of pace.
He stared at all the Christmas lights, the tinsel everywhere,
The shopping center, Santa Claus, with children gathered
near.
The mall was packed with shoppers, who were going to and
fro,
Some with smiles and some with frowns and some too tired to
go.
They rested on the benches or they hurried on their way,
To fight the crowd for purchases to carry home that day.
The music from a stereo was playing loud and clear,
Of Santa Claus and snow men and funny-nosed reindeer.
He heard the people talk about the good times on the way,
Of parties, fun and food galore and gifts exchanged that day.
“I’d like to know what’s going on,” the man was heard to say,
“There seems to be some sort of celebration on the way.
“And would you tell me who this is, all dressed in red and
white?
“And why are children asking him about a special night?”
The answer came in disbelief,-- “I can’t believe my ear!
I can’t believe that you don’t know that Christmas time is
here.
The time when Santa Claus comes around with gifts for girls
and boys,
When they’re asleep on Christmas Eve, he leaves them books
and toys.”
“The man you see in red and white is Santa Claus, so sly,
The children love his joyful laugh and twinkle in his eye!
His gift-packed sleigh is pulled along by very small reindeer,
As he flies quickly through the air, while darting there and
here.
The children learn of Santa Claus while they are still quite
small,
When Christmas comes he is the most important one of all!”
The stranger hung his head in shame, he closed a nail-pierced
hand,
His body shook in disbelief, and he did not understand. A shadow crossed his stricken face,
His voice was low but clear: “After all these years, they still
don’t know ...”
And Jesus shed a tear.
Unknown

One night he dreamed that Christ would come into his
shop on Christmas Day. He got excited about the visit and
began to make his shop presentable. He decorated the
walls, swept the floor and placed a chair for the welcomed visitor. He could hardly sleep in expectation of the
morning of Christmas Day. He opened up the shop early
and then waited.
First, a poor beggar came in. The cobbler noticed that the
poor man had shoes with holes in them, so he gave him a
pair of shoes he hoped to sell to someone who needed a
Christmas gift. But he felt good about helping the beggar.
Then at noon someone rang the bell. An old woman stood
there barely having strength to open the door. The cobbler recognized she was hungry so he shared his lunch
with her. She felt much better, thanked him and was on
her way.
By this time the cobbler was wondering when Jesus
would come. Before long a crying child came and stood in
front of the window of the shop. The cobbler wanted to
find out what was wrong and invited the little fellow in.
The child was homeless, lonely and desperate. The cobbler knew he could take the child home and provide a
nice Christmas evening for him. But he wanted to wait for
Jesus to come. A doubtful thought crept into his mind: “Is
Jesus really coming today?”
It was dark outside and the food was ready at home. So
the cobbler walked home with the boy. After introducing
the child to his wife, the cobbler went into his room and
complained to God: “Why is it Lord that your feet delay?
Have you forgotten?” Jesus answered his question: “Lift
up your heart for I kept my word. Three times I came to
your door, as beggar, a woman and a child. I was pleased
to know you had room for me.”
We will please the Lord, when we make room for him
by loving others. Make room for the Prince of Peace!
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CHRISTMAS LITURGIES:
On Sunday, December 24th, at 9:30 PM, followed by a
Breakfast prepared by the Ladies Society,
and Monday, December 25th, at 11:00 AM.
Merry Christmas!
NEW YEAR'S LITURGY:
Monday, January 1st, at 11:00 AM.
Happy New Year!

“In face of the hatred and anger of the world we must bring the
gentleness and the smile of the Infant Jesus of Bethlehem. In
face of the pride of the world we must bring the littleness and
powerlessness of the tiny new born baby of the crib.”
- Little Sister Magdeleine


OUR NEWS:
BAPTIZED IN CHRIST: Congratulations to Brian
& Vanessa Steindl on the baptism of their son Benjamin Anthony; to George & Mishleen Affi on the
baptism of their daughter Ani Sophia; to Alexander
& Rania Dabagh on the baptism of their son Pierre
Alexander; to Issam & Rawan Shannees on the Baptism of
their daughter Ella Marie; to Karim & Maya Tohme on the
baptism of their son Michael; to Ulysses & Shobha Ganesh
on the baptism of their son Ulysses Daniel Labbad; to Barbara Gaetana Lock and her family on her baptism; to Peter &
Dianne Hilal on the Confirmation of their son Maverick Anthony Francis.
ASLEEP IN THE LORD: We mourn the death of
Anwar Kazam. He is survived by his son Michael
and Kazam family; of Samira Layous Sharwa in
Damascus at the age of 77. She is survived by her children: Habib, Samir, Nabil, Souheil, and George; and their
families; of Agnes Hamwi (Sam, Janet, Marylin and Linda
Maloof ‘s aunt;) of Holly Borday at the age of 30. She is survived by her parents Robert and Joanne; her brother Sam;
sister Rose and their families; of Elizabeth Ann Caraway at
the age of 97. She is survived by her son, Neil Caraway, and his
wife, Kathleen; grandchildren, Megan and Shannon; and her
sister, Lyla Gennaoui. Please remember them and their fami-

lies in your prayers!

O LORD OUR GOD, CROWN THEM WITH
GLORY AND HONOR: Congratulations to Wassim
Abou Abdallah & Natalie Homsi on their wedding.
We wish them happiness, long life together and
God’s blessings.

OUR Organizations:
PARISH COUNCIL: The Parish Advisory Council has
elected new officers. Congratulations to our new Chairperson

Elise Merhige; Vice-Chairperson Rita Youssef; and Secretary George Sayad. We thank those who have served as
members of the Parish Council and we look forward to
working together for another blessed year.
FRATORITY: The Fratority members have elected their
new officers. We congratulate Rami Sousou (President), Samer Hourani (Vice-President), Karla Sousou (Recording
Secretary), Reine Hourani (Correspondence Secretary), and
Al Dekki (Treasurer), wishing them a successful term in
serving the parish.
THE WALK- OUR SUNDAY CHILDREN’S PROGRAM: We are excited to
launch our New Sunday Program which replaced our Saturday School. The GrandOpening took place on Sunday, October 1st.
We are meeting every Sunday at 9:30am, before the Divine Liturgy, October through May. The children
participating would be 5-10 years old. However all above 10
years old are also welcome! In this Program we are focusing
on Jesus who is the Way. We walk with Jesus and toward
Him in company with the Virgin Mary and all the Saints.
Children attending the Program are eligible to be called Jesus’ Companions. At the completion of every year, and in a
solemn celebration, they will be receiving the correspondent
Medals according to their age. You are welcome to enroll
your children!
SPECIAL THANKS: To Salwa (our Former
Saturday School Coordinator) and Giselle
Awad - Pielen, and to Georgette Dirani (our
Former Arabic teacher) and to all teachers, volunteers, and parents who, throughout the years, have been
contributing, teaching, helping out and sharing their talents
and gifts in our Saturday School for the benefit of our children. You have been hard workers and seriously committed
for the growth of our children. May you find your reward in
God and may God continue to bestow upon you His many
blessings.
PRE-NAMY: Meetings are held every other Saturday of the
month, usually at 5:30pm – 8:00pm. The preteens will be
involved in different activities and have fun. The goal is to
help them discover who Jesus is and embrace the relationship he has with them. New members, grades 5-8, are always welcome.
NAMY: Interesting and exciting topics/
projects are presented/implemented in the
NAMY meetings/events by its members. If
you are 14-18 years old (or in High School),
and you are interested, please join us every 1st and 3rd Friday of each month!
Virgin Mary CYO Reunion: If you
were a high school teenager between
1965 and the mid 1970's and remember
something called a Five-Sided Program;
I'm speaking to you. Can you recall meetings in the church
hall twice a month or working on a 4 to 8 page newspaper
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called "The Other Side." Maybe you remember going up to
Prospect Park, dances at Xaverian HS, or a weekend trip to St.
Basil's Seminary in Methuen, MA. If any of this sounds familiar and your interested in getting together, I would love to
hear from you. My name is Ronnie Bache....
rsbache1@gmail.com. Anticipated timeframe… April 2018
200 CLUB: Congratulations to our drawing winner
for June, Henry Dalloul; for September, Sam Kirdahi; for October, Lyla Gennaoui; and for November, Raymond Orfaly.

EVENTS/ and
ACTIVITIES:
LADIES BREAKFAST: On Sunday, September
10th, the Ladies Society sponsored an American
Breakfast, following the Liturgy.
ANNUAL CHURCH CELEBRATION: This
year we had our annual Celebration on Sunday,
November 5th, at Rex Manor in Bay Ridge.
Thank you to all who joined us and to Joe
Shabouk for chairing it!
"Mankind is a great, an immense family… This is proved by what
we feel in our hearts at Christmas" (Pope John Paul XXIII)

PRE-NAMY: Our preteen group gathered, on
Friday, October 6th, for Bowling and Socializing. All who joined us had a lot of fun!
NAMY PAINTBALL: Our teen group gathered, on Saturday, October 14h, for Paintball
and socializing, and enjoyed their time together.
BROADWAY SHOW- LADIES SOCIETY:
The Ladies Society organized an outing to attend the Broadway Show: “Wicked,” on Saturday, October 21st. All enjoyed their time.
HALLOWEEN PARTY: On Saturday,
October 28th, the Fratority organized and
hosted this ghoulish evening where many
came to join us for Zumba dancing, fun,
food, games, and much more. It was a
great success!
BOWLING: Many children, 5-10 years old, gathered for Bowling on Tuesday, November 7th. It was
an unforgettable afternoon for them.
THANKSGIVING DINNER: On November 18th we had our Thanksgiving Dinner.
Many brought their favorite dish to share
with family and friends. The evening was a
true example of what the spirit of Thanksgiving represents!

SILENT NITE- OUR
CHILDREN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
AND SHOW
On Saturday, December
16th, at 6pm SHARP, we are
having a special Christmas
Program organized by our
Walk - Sunday Children’s
Program.
Don’t miss the Christmas Songs, the Skits, and the
related Activities. We will be gathering first in
Church where we will be enjoying the spiritual
event (around 1 hour.) Then we will be going
downstairs to the Hall for Italian Food Buffet,
Christmas activities, and Santa Claus.
Adults: $25; Children under 12: $15. For tickets
please contact Caroline Sayad at (718) 836-1030
or Karla Sousou at (917) 583-3685.
Deadline: Wednesday, December 13th.
All are welcome!
FEAST OF ST. BARBARA: On Sunday, December 3rd, the Ladies’ Society celebrated the
feast of St. Barbara, during which they prepared
and served the traditional Sleeka. A Sweet Sale
took place as well. Many thanks to the Ladies Society!
SPIRITUAL NIGHT: On Friday, December
8th, the Fratority sponsored a Spiritual Night,
filled with Hymns and reflections to celebrate
the New Born King. Many thanks to Samer and
Reine Hourani who organized this beautiful
event. It filled all with the spirit of the season.
CHRISTMAS DECORATION: Thank you to
NAMY and our young group for decorating the
Church for Christmas. Nativity Sets
are on display. All parishioners are
encouraged to bring or donate nativity sets from around the world to be put on
display for Christmas season. This helps to
place the proper emphasis on Jesus' birth into
the world.
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE: The parish
is hosting a Christmas Toy Drive for Catholic Charities Brooklyn West Community
Center serving families with children from
infancy to 18. These are low income families that come from varying ethnic backgrounds from all over
Brooklyn. With your help the organization will be able to
provide a memorable Christmas for these families. You may
bring your toys and leave them in the Big Gift Box. Deadline: December 18th.
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NEW YEAR’S PARTY: Come ring in the
New Year at the Church of the Virgin
Mary’s Annual New Year’s Eve Party on
Sunday, December 31st, at 9pm, in the
Church Hall. Tickets are $85 per person,
$60 kids 12 and under. There will be a full
course Middle Eastern Mazza and a bottle of Scotch on each
table. Entertainment is being provided by DJ Charbel. For
tickets and more information, contact Albert Dekki (718)
680-7529. Seating is limited. Reserve now.
*************************
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WWW.CHURCHOFTHEVIRGINMARY.NET: Visit our
Website and enjoy its features: you may
share the Parish Events; you can install the
FeedReady App on your phone or tablet
and receive notifications of our Events; you
may submit your family profile form…
INSTANT COMMUNICATION: Go to our website ChurchOfTheVirginMary.net and provide us
with your cell phone number. We will be sending
SMS messages to those who would like to join us.
The purpose is to notify you of what's happening in our
church, to remind you of the different events/activities, and
instantly communicate last minute changes and notifications.

OUR LIVE VIDEO
STREAMING APP:
Search for “Melkites of
NYC” and install our App.
Important: If you are able to attend the Liturgy, don’t
watch it online; come and receive the Holy Gifts!

FIND US ON ROKU TV PLAYER: You may
search for “Melkites of NYC” and add our channel.
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DONATING MADE EASY: Now you
can support us financially without it
costing you any money. We’re a member of the Care2Share Affinity Program,
a free service offered through Investors
Bank. When you affiliate your Investors
Bank personal checking or savings account with our Church, Investors will automatically provide
us with quarterly donations, based on the average account
balances you maintain throughout the year. If you already
bank with Investors Bank, simply complete an Account
Linking form to affiliate your existing account with our
Church. People who switch their accounts to Investors Bank
can complete the form at the time of account opening.

Please remember:
• It costs nothing to affiliate
your account with us;
• Your interest rates and account features are unchanged by account affiliation;
• Your banking information (your balances, etc.) remains
strictly confidential;
To learn more about how easy it is to support us through
Care2Share, stop by any Investors Bank branch or visit
www.myinvestorsbank.com/ Care2Share.
THE BISHOP’S APPEAL: The annual Bishop’s Appeal is
an important way in which our parish fulfills its duty to our
larger Melkite family throughout the U.S. Our Father and
Shepherd, Bishop Nicholas asks every Melkite household in
the U.S. to give at least $100-$200 each year to support our
Eparchy in America. By contributing to the Appeal, each of us
responds to Christ’s call to support our Church and helps fund
its vital works, such as: publishing SOPHIA magazine; establishing new missions and outreaches; supporting our seminarians for the Priesthood and Diaconate; providing for our elderly priests; educating our children and young adults, and 10%
is tithed to our unfortunate and persecuted brother and sisters.
It is the holy obligation of every member of our parish respond to his call. Please send your gift today. Extra Appeal
donation slips are available in the narthex.
*************************
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:
Jobs Completed:
- Repair the sidewalk of the parking lot = $3,000.00
- New commercial refrigerator = $2,389.00
*************************

DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Thank you to all who continue to support the parish
by your participation and your presence at the Liturgy and various parish functions, and by your generous contributions.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Gracious Lord, Child of Bethlehem
As You were born a refugee to parents who first fled to Bethlehem and then to Egypt, help us grow in solidarity with refugees everywhere, to know we are all refugees, until our hearts
find refuge in You. .. As You were denied any birthplace but a
stable, help us to open our homes, our lives, our hearts to
[Your coming and Your presence]. Be born this time into our
hearts, dear Lord. Gracious Lord, Child of Bethlehem,
through the cradle of our hearts, be born into our world.
Amen (Catholic Relief Services)
“We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time,
but in a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for
one another.” - Blessed Mother Teresa

